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Question: Due to the wicked actions of the terrorist suicide bomber on Sunday night, many 

Muslims in Manchester and the U.K are being targeted and harassed. O’ shaykh, what advice can 

you offer us here in the west regarding the best manner in which we can rectify our relationships 

with the non-Muslims around us?  

 

Answer: First and foremost, this subject matter must be studied thoroughly and it requires 

more detail before it can be answered accurately. Whatever I will convey now, is [merely] a 

general answer. For one to give a correct opinion on any matter that might rectify the affairs [of 

the people], he must delve into the details; which is unknown to us. Thus, to solve the problem, 

we must have the [specific] details; especially regarding what takes place in the west. This 

matter, in all honestly, must be returned to the major scholars. Again, this matter, in reality, 

must be taken to the major scholars, the likes of Shaykh Rabīʿ and other than him, may Allāh 

preserve them all. My advice is that you refer such matters to Shaykh Rabīʿ immediately, without 

hesitation and do not keep quiet concerning it.  
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I cannot tell you who started what, or who is responsible for what, because the system that you 

are live under [in European and disbelieving lands] is a system where you have very little choice, 

in relation to what to do, and what not to do.  

 

In reality, you reside in a country where you must comply with their ways, and if you do not like 

it, leave that country. You are amongst them [the disbelievers] and you have chosen to be 

amongst them and you know that they are not upon Islām, so what is your objection my dear 

brother/sister here? As for what takes place from other than the people of the Sunnah, we must 

come to a point where you have to understand the correct stance of the Sunnah regarding it. 

 

You, as a man or a woman upon the Sunnah, must communicate and talk with the leaders of your 

municipality or your local [community] and ensure that they understand that the people of the 

Sunnah have nothing to do with what is going on. As for us, to pass a judgment without knowing 

the details, this is not going to happen. You must understand that you are living in a country 

and you must abide by their system, otherwise, again, [you can] leave that country.  As long as 

you are performing your prayers, worshipping your Lord and they leave you alone to eat and 

drink, as everyone else in the country, you are okay to stay. However, if you do not like what is 

taking place and if you are displeased with your situation in those lands, leave those lands and 

relocate to the lands of Muslims.  

 

As for those who are causing trouble amongst you and causing friction between you and the 

non-Muslims, you must declare yourself free from them. In addition, you must advise them if 

you are able to contact them and inform them to stop [such actions] and to return to the way of 

the Sunnah; because one day, Allāh might question you concerning them.  As a believer, you 

cannot say: ‘I am not a Muslim anymore’ and not declare innocence of your own religion. Rather, 
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you must also be vocal and speak of the mistakes that others carry out in the name of the 

Religion.  

 

Translator: [Asking the shaykh for clarity] Do you mean by the other side ya Shaykh, the 

disbelievers that they are living with in the land of disbelieve?  

 

Shaykh:  Yes, this is what I mean by that. They [should] talk with those who possess intellect and 

the reasonable from amongst them. As people upon the Sunnah, you must gather your word, 

even if it appears as though you are divided because of those who are attempting to cause 

trouble amongst you.  

 

You must form some sort of committee amongst yourselves, with those who are upon the Sunnah 

and Salafiyyah and approach the non-Muslims who are willing to listen, learn and understand 

the authentic Religion of Islām.  You must ensure that they understand; ensure that they 

understand that we are free from the actions of the Khawārij. We have nothing to do with the 

actions of the Khawārij. We must make them understand that violence, and trying to gain 

superiority over the non-Muslims would never benefit anyone. And it is not from the way of 

Islām; terrorism is not the way of the people of the Sunnah, but rather, it is the way of the 

Khawārij.  

 

The people in Europe or Britain specifically, and other than them from the lands of the 

disbelievers must understand this matter. As for the laymen of the Muslims; it is most likely that 

there are some of them around you, and they too must understand that terrorism is never going 

to solve their problems.   
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In addition, I advise all of the students of knowledge that pose and convey details of questions; 

we, as people of the Sunnah, in the land of Islām, we cannot see what takes place in the land of 

disbelievers, so this is why we need the [more] details from you. And Allāh knows best.  

 

Translator: As brother Yusuf has said, if the Shaykh wants to know further details, I can narrate 

all of the details. Perhaps, it is a mistake on my part.   

 

Shaykh: No, that is not what I am saying here. I said I need to know what took place, factually.  

What was the reason behind it, and who was behind the operation? Who did what? I want the 

statements from those who are trustworthy to us; not just rumors or claims that have been 

spread on different media outlets. Yes, we can probably rely on some of what the newspapers 

and different media outlets have revealed; however, have they themselves confirmed that this 

is from the action of the Khawārij?  Have they claimed, for example, that it is the actions that 

have been carried out by people from amongst us (meaning the people of the Sunnah)? And make 

clear who the people are; who made the mistakes? So that we may correct and advise him. Or 

did they just give a general statement regarding all of the Muslims? If it was a general statement 

implicating so many of us as Muslims, then it becomes an obligation upon the people of the 

Sunnah to form some sort of committee and talk to them.   

 

You living in England or the United States; who are your presidents? The reality is that you are 

living under the president of your country, whether you reside in Britain or America or any 

other non-Muslim land; you live under the non-Muslim ruler. Who gave you the passports that 

you claim to be a citizen of? Who gave you the visas to those lands? Who allows you to have jobs 

and livelihood in those lands and allows you to go about your business in those lands? You as 

believers, must live with the reality that you are in such a situation. As a result of this, you must 
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also abide by their laws and regulations and act according to what they inform you, without 

committing a sin against your own religion.  

 

Again, because you reside in the lands of the disbelievers and you are under their ruler ship, you 

must abide by their rules and regulations without committing a sin in your religion. That which 

is specific, meaning our own belief, we must walk upon it; there is no ‘if’, ‘and’ or ‘but’ about it.  

However, at the same time, you must communicate and speak with them regarding the 

authentic sunnah of the Prophet. You must ensure that they know [understand and digest] the 

correct [and authentic] belief of the Muslims. And Allāh knows best. This is the reality, and you 

must be aware of it. As for our religion or belief, it is our religion, we walk upon our religion 

without any compromise. As for the matters of the worldly affairs that we deal with on a daily 

basis, it is permissible to delve in those as long as we are not committing a sin. It is permissible 

for us to delve in to the worldly affairs in whatever land we live in without falling into sin. 

 

 
 

 

   


